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Protect Our Wells 
 

http://protectourwells.org 

We Want To Hear From You   

Bring us your ideas for solving water issues.  Note:  “stop growth” is not 

an option.  What would you like to see us working on?   

Tell us how can you help us. 

 

You can bring your suggestions and talk with us at the  

OPEN HOUSE or fill out a suggestion card.   

We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Legislative Links (Colorado General Assembly)  
 

If you want to monitor the status of Colorado bills, go to :   

http://www.leg.state.co.us/  

Look under House or Senate.  
 

There are helpful charts online that diagram  

"How a Bill Becomes Law” and "The Legislative Process" , 

Go to "Frequently Asked Questions" at:     

http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/lcsstaff/StaffInfo/geninfo.htm       

Southern Delivery System - Gazette 
 

Colorado Springs Utilities asks Pueblo County for permission to build a water pipeline across the 

county  (http://www.gazette.com/common/printer/view.php?db=colgazette&id=39557) 

 

Water Courts - Coyote Gulch 
Update standing committee for state water courts - 

(http://radio.weblogs.com/0101170/categories/coloradoWater/2008/08/21.html#a12259) 

   

 

In The News  

Helpful Websites 
USGS Groundwater Levels for the Nation   http://nwis.waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/gwlevels 

USGS Groundwater Information   http://water.usgs.gov/ogw/techniques.html 

Water Tech Online Magazine   http://watertechonline.com 

Groundwater Foundation   http://groundwater.org/ 

Legislative Links 

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/gwlevels
http://water.usgs.gov/ogw/techniques.html
http://watertechonline.com
http://groundwater.org/
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Sterling Ranch (formerly Dines Ranch) Sketch Plan 

Morley-Bentley Investments LLC 

SKP-07-007 

 

A request by Morley-Bentley 

Investments, LLC. 1,443 acres 

proposed for 5,500 residential 

units, 56 acres of commercial, 

57 acres of school sites, 210 

acres of parks and open space 

and a two-acre utility site. The 

property is located generally 

north of Woodmen Road, east 

of Vollmer Road and north and 

south of the proposed extension 

of Briargate Parkway. This pro-

ject is adjacent to several low 

density subdivisions (2 1/2 - 5 

acres parcels); Indian Wells and 

Bow Valley to the East; Wild 

Ridge and Highland Park to the 

West; and Pawnee Rancheros and Bar-J-B Acres, to the 

South. 

 

The Planning Commission recommended denial of the 

applicant's first sketch plan on May 6, 2008 by a vote of 

7-1.  Their primary concerns were source and probable 

sufficiency of water supply, proposed density in the 

northern portion of the property and the density transi-

tions from the three adjacent rural residential areas. Is-

sues raised by the Black Forest Land Use Committee and 

neighbors included density, inadequacy of buffers, timing 

of road improvements, water availability and transit 

routes. 

 

According to Development Services, given the concerns 

expressed at the Planning Commission hearing and 

neighborhood meetings, county staff encouraged the 

applicant to provide more information regarding probable 

availability of water and information regarding how a 

phased approach will work. 

Section 7.2.1 of the El Paso County Land Development 

Code provides the criteria for approval of a Sketch Plan: 

 

"The water supply is, or can be, sufficient to serve the 

subdivision in terms of quantity, dependability and qual-

ity…" 

 

Protect Our Wells objected to the project based on lack 

of evidence for a probable water supply for the number 

of homes requested.  Speaking at the Planning Commis-

sion Meeting, Julia Murphy, local Hydrogeologist and 

Consultant for POW, noted that the letter of commitment 

from Cherokee Metropolitan District had not been pro-

vided to the Planning Commission. Other objections were 

some of the many conditions required by Cherokee Met-

ropolitan District, and the fact that water would be ex-

ported from the Upper Black Squirrel Creek Groundwater 

Management District when they have a "no export" rule. 

It was also brought to their attention that there was not a 

sufficient water supply underlying the Sterling Ranch 

property. 

 

On August 6, 2008, the applicant submitted a revised 

water supply plan. It is presently being evaluated by Pro-

tect Our Wells 

 

As of this writing, the applicant has not rescheduled the 

Sketch Plan with the Planning Commission. You may ac-

cess the entire Sketch Plan at the El Paso County web-

site at : 

 

http://adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-

agn.asp  then click on May 6th under 2008 and Item #6. 

SKP-07-007 Sketch Plan Sterling Ranch.     

 

Those wanting to comment on the project may contact 

the County Planner, at (719) 520-6447. 

 

POW will continue to monitor.  Additional information will 

be available on the POW website, http://

ww.protectourwells.org, and at the Open House on Au-

gust 25. 

What’s Developing 

  

Protect Our 
Wells objected to 
the project based 
on lack of evi-

dence for a prob-
able water supply 
for the number of 

homes requested.   

http://www.protectourwells.org/
http://www.protectourwells.org/


Final State Legislative Report—2008  

Bill  Description 

HB 08-1014 

Transfer a Well Permit 

Upon Conveyance of Resi-

dential Real Property 

(Track Residential Well 

Ownership Records) 

 

Sponsors:  Rep. Looper/ 

Sen. Gordon 

Prior to or at closing requires a buyer of residential real estate that includes a small capac-

ity well or domestic exempt water well to complete a form notifying the Division of Water 

Resources in the Department of Natural Resources (division) of the change in ownership of 

the well; except that, if the well is an existing well that had not previously been registered 

with the division, requires the buyer to complete a registration of existing well form. Directs 

the real estate commission to promulgate a rule to require the appropriate contracts to 

include the appropriate form. Requires a person who provides closing services for the 

transaction, or, if there is no such person, the buyer, to submit the appropriate form to the 

division within 60 days after closing with as much information as is available. Makes the 

division responsible for obtaining the necessary information from the buyer. 

HB 08-1141  

Sufficient Water Supplies 

for Land Use Approval 

 

Sponsors: Rep. Curry/ 

Sen. Bacon  

This Act requires that building permit applications for developments of more than 50 sin-

gle-family equivalents include specific evidence of an adequate water supply.  An adequate 

water supply is defined as one that is sufficient for the proposed development through 

build-out, in terms of quality, quantity, and dependability. The local Government is required 

to determine if an applicant has an adequate water supply based 

on a review of application documents.  

 

The bill does not apply to a rural land use process regarding the approval of a cluster de-

velopment or any division of land which creates parcels of land that are thirty-five or more 

acres. (This was added in the final amendment). 

 

The bill requires the developer to submit the following information to the local government 

as part of the permit application to determination whether an applicant has a water supply 

that is adequate to meet the water supply requirements of a proposed development: 

 

A report prepared by a *professional engineer or water supply expert estimating the 

water supply requirements for proposed development, identifying the proposed water 

source, and other measures that may be implemented concerning water conservation 

and demand management to account for hydrologic variability; or 

 

 

If the development is to be served by a water supply entity, the local government may 

allow the applicant to submit, in place of the required report, a letter by a professional 

engineer or water supply expert that estimates the proposed development's water sup-

ply requirements, information about the water source and how it is managed, and a 

statement of commitment and ability to provide an adequate water supply to the de-

velopment.  

 

 

A local government may also request any other information or analyses needed to de-

ter mine whether the water supply for the proposed development is adequate, includ-

ing comments from the state engineer on a report or letter required with an applica-

tion for a development permit. Also, if a development has a water supply plan that 

meets specified criteria, the authorizing local government can forgo the report or let-

ter. 
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Bills effective January 1, 2009 ——  

Continued page 5 

POW Comments in brackets 
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Final State Legislative Report—2008 

 

These and other water bills may be seen in their entirety on the Colorado Legislative Assembly  

website at http://www.leg.state.co.us/  

 

Comments or Questions?   bea@protectourwells.org  or (719) 495-4213 

Continued from page 4 

*Representative Curry was receptive to POW's input to this bill, however, the recommendations were eventually 

rejected as the legislative process progressed. Among other issues, the type of "professional engineer" and the 

"water supply expert" were not defined.  POW recommended a civil engineer with five years of water resources 

experience or a geologist with five years of water resources experience. 

SB 08-119  

Short Title: Authorize Do-

mestic Exempt Cisterns 

(The Rainwater 

Harvesting Bill) 

 

Sponsors: Sen. Romer/ 

Rep. Looper  

SB 119 originally authorized the use of a cistern that collects rainwater from up to 

3,000 square feet of the roof of a primary residence that is a single-family dwelling.  

As amended, the bill now requires that during the 2008 interim, the Water Resources 

Review Committee study the issues of precipitation collection systems raised by this 

bill and report to the Legislature.   

 

The Water Resources Review Committee meetings may be seen on the Colorado 

General Assembly website at http://www.leg.state.co.us/ 

According to information from the El Paso County Water Authority Board meeting on August 6, the Colorado Water 

Conservation Board would like the pilot project to have at least 500 new residences in a new development for 

these cisterns to be able to get accurate data on injury and augmentation and to run over a term of over 10 years. 

The Water Resources Review Committee would like to see the project spread out over the eight river basins in the 

state. With 500 households harvesting 5,000 gallons in their cisterns annually over 10 years, it would potentially 

result in 25 million gallons without being adjudicated.  This is not a static figure; as it is used, more is being added.   

 

Colorado's priority system (first in time, first in right) makes this a complicated issue. One of the arguments:  if 

rainwater is captured, someone who has water rights downstream may not be getting all of their water. Watch for 

another bill that may provide rainwater harvesting for rural areas.        

 

POW will monitor this bill.    

SB 08-226  

Short Title: Aquatic Nui-

sance Species Prohibition 

 

Sponsors: Sen. Isgar/ Rep. 

Butcher 

This Act establishes Aquatic Nuisance Species law to prevent, control, contain, moni-

tor, and eradicate aquatic nuisance species, both wildlife and plants, from state wa-

ters. The Act requires cooperation between the Division of Wildlife (DOW), Division of 

Parks and Outdoor Recreation (Parks), the Department of Public Safety, the Depart-

ment of Agriculture, the Governor's Office of Economic Development, the Colorado 

Tourism Office, and the Water Conservation Board to develop and implement opera-

tional plans to address these species.  

 

DOW Peace officers and Parks are authorized by the Act to monitor state waters to 

stop and inspect motor vehicles, vessels, trailers, or any related equipment (i.e., con-

veyances) under certain conditions and require decontamination, impoundment, or 

quarantine of a conveyance when it is reasonable to believe a aquatic nuisance spe-

cies may be present.  The Act also authorizes the Board of Parks and Outdoor Recrea-

tion to promulgate rules to fully implement the Act.  



 

       

  About Our Organization  

  Protect Our Wells ñ Directors  

Officers 

President:    Sandy Martin     719-351-1640    

Vice President:  Mitchell Baldwin719-380-7980 

Secretary:      Bea Crandall   719-495-4213  

Treasurer:  Mitchell Baldwin719-380-7980 

Director:           Pam Dawson      719-749-2342 

Director: Jack Cooper  719-495-3152 

Director: Vacant (2) 

 

Newsletter:         Sandy Martin      719-351-1640 

Webmaster:   Sandy Martin      719-351-1640 

For Information:  See our Website  http:/protectourwells.org  or email:  info@protectourwells.org 

OPEN HOUSE  

Monday August 25, 2008  

(See front page)  
 

Protect Our Wells 

P.O. BOX 62716 

Colorado Springs, CO  80962 

Protect Our Wells (POW), dba Denver Basin Aquifers Private Well Owners  Association, is a non-

profit, citizen-based organization formed to advocate the interests of  

private well owners in the Denver Basin.  

 

Quarterly groundwater and monthly board meetings are held at Woodmen Valley Chapel.   

Members and visitors welcome to attend all. 

 

Annual membership is $25.   

Send check to Protect Our Wells, P.O. Box 62716,  Colorado Springs, CO  80962 

   


